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The Long Rifleman 
Louisville-Thruston Chapter 

  

Gen. George Rogers Clark 
Founder of Louisville 

 

Kentucky Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

2012 - 2013 Officers 

President: 
John H. Huffman, Sr. 
 
President Elect: 
Douglas T. Collins 
 
1st Vice-President: 
Rev. Paul W. Smith 
 
2nd Vice-President: 
Drake W. Rinesmith 
 
3rd Vice-President: 
(vacant) 
 
Secretary: 
Jon E. Huffman 
 
Treasurer: 
Joseph L. Shields 
 
Registrar: 
Jessie Hagan 
 
Chancellor: 
Stephen C. Emery 
 
Historian: 
Jon E. Huffman 
 
Chaplain: 
Rev. Paul W. Smith 
 
Past President: 
George E. Meyers 
 
Color Guard Cmdr.: 
Daniel N. Klinck 

It Was a Gala Affair!  

 

Sixty-five members and guests attended Louisville-Thruston’s  annual  Christmas  Dinner  and  
Dance on Friday evening, December 14, 2012 at the Louisville Boat Club. It was an enjoyable 
evening that began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by President John H. Huffman Sr. fol-
lowed by the Invocation by Rev. Sonny Smith. The meal was delicious and the service excel-
lent,  something  we’ve  come  to  expect  at  the  Boat  Club.  Live  music  was  provided  by  Top  
Notch, a combo we plan to ask back again next year. Among those in attendance were seven 
past chapter presidents: Steve Emery, Henry Head, J. B. Hitt, George Meyers, Norb Raw-
ert, Will Schrader and David Sympson. Although the affair was planned as strictly a social 
event, one of the highlights was President Elect Doug Collins pinning a rosette on his son, 
Hunter Collins,  the  chapter’s  newest  and  youngest  member. 

(Above) President John H. 
Huffman, Sr. and his wife, 
Bunny. 
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Naturalization Proceedings 

Compatriot Will Schrader is shown congratulating new American citizens at the Naturalization Proceedings on 
October 19, 2012. Naturalization ceremonies are held each month at the U.S. Courthouse in downtown Louis-
�Y�L�O�O�H�����D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�V���D�U�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�������1�R�W�H�����&�R�P�S�D�W�U�L�R�W���6�F�K�U�D�G�H�U���Z�L�O�O���V�S�H�D�N���R�Q���³�*�H�U�P�D�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
�5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�´���D�W���W�K�H���*�H�R�U�J�H���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�¶�V���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������D�W���2�Z�O���&�U�H�H�N���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�O�X�E���� 

Wreaths Across America 

�0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���/�R�X�L�V�Y�L�O�O�H���7�K�U�X�V�W�R�Q�¶�V���&�R�O�R�U���*�X�D�U�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
Wreaths Across America Ceremony at Zachary Taylor National 
Cemetery. (L to R) Henry Head, David Head, John H. Huffman, Sr., 
Hayden Fuller, Renee Shields and Jon E. Huffman. 

President John H. Huffman, Sr. pre-
sented the chapter wreath in honor of 
all those veterans who have served and 
are serving our country. 

The National Wreaths Across America Remembrance Ceremony takes place each year on a specified day in December 
when  tens  of  thousands  of  wreaths  are  placed  on  veterans’  graves  at  Arlington  as  well  as  veterans’  cemeteries  throughout  
the country and internationally. On Sunday, December 15, 2012, the SAR was represented by color guardsmen from 
both the Louisville Thruston and Gov. Isaac Shelby Chapters. Wreaths were also placed by representatives of Corn Is-
land, Fincastle, John Marshall and Peter Foree Chapters, DAR, as well as the Jack Jouett Chapter, CAR. There was no 
march this year due to inclement weather, and the wreath presentation ceremony was conducted indoors. Louisville 
Thruston drummers Hayden Fuller and Renee Shields played  “Three  Camps”  as  a  drum  duet  during  the  ceremony. 
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Veterans Day Parade 
Veterans Day observance is intended to honor and thank all military personnel who served the United States in all 
wars, particularly living veterans. November 11, 2012, marked the second consecutive Veterans Day Parade in down-
town Louisville on Main Street between 3rd and 9th Streets. All armed branches of the service participated including 
active and reserve units, color guards, military bands, veteran support groups, scouts, vehicle and equipment preserva-
tion groups, reenactment organizations and various historical societies including SAR and DAR.  

SAR was represented by color guardsmen from both Louisville-Thruston and Gov. 
Isaac Shelby Chapters. Compatriot Jack Early, shown above holding the blue and 
white striped flag, marched representing the Society of the Cincinnati. 

Commander Dan Klinck leads the contingent of Louisville-�7�K�U�X�V�W�R�Q���&�K�D�S�W�H�U�¶�V���'�U�����9�����(�G�Z�D�U�G���0�D�V�W�H�U�V���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O��
�&�R�O�R�U���*�X�D�U�G�����/�D�G�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���'�$�5�¶�V���&�R�U�Q���,�V�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O���&�K�D�S�W�H�U�V���D�O�V�R���P�D�U�F�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���6�$�5���L�Q���W�K�H��
parade. 
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Vietnam Veterans War Memorial 

Additional Activities 

On November 4, 2012, Louisville Thruston color guardsmen presented the Colors at the 
Vietnam War Memorial located on the grounds of Fairdale High School. The event, held 
each year to honor all veterans from the Fairdale area, is sponsored by the Knights of  
Columbus, Council #14447.  

Louisville-Thruston Chapter recently donated $1,000.00 
toward the NSSAR Building Fund, which will qualify for 
matching funds. The photo, taken at National Headquar-
ters on November 8, 2012, shows (L to R) Chapter Treas-
urer Joseph Shields, NSSAR Executive Director Don 
Shaw and Chapter President John H. Huffman, Sr. 

Compatriot Henry Head leads color guardsmen 
as they post the Colors at the Sweet Adeline per-
formance at the Clifton Center on October 14, 
2012 sponsored by Corn Island Chapter, DAR. 



Volume 4, Issue 1                                                                                                                                                                    Page Seven 

Four Members Receive Lafayette Service Medal 

Four compatriots from Louisville-Thruston Chapter were awarded the Lafayette Volunteer Service Medal 
at SAR National Headquarters at a luncheon given for volunteers on November 14, 2012. The medal and 
certificate are awarded to individuals who have accumulated forty hours of volunteer service performed at 
NSSAR Headquarters. Shown receiving the award from President General Stephen A. Leishman are 
(clockwise from upper left): David Sympson, Jon E. Huffman, Doug Collins and John H. Huffman, Sr. 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 - �:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�¶�V���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���/�X�Q�F�K�H�R�Q: Owl Creek Country Club, 11400 Osage Road,  
Anchorage, KY. Registration starts at 11:00 a.m. Meeting starts at 11:30 a.m. Lunch is scheduled for 12:00 noon. The 
featured speaker will be Compatriot Will Schrader who will talk about �³�*�H�U�P�D�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���´��
Also on the program will be the Youth Awards ceremony, which includes the Knight Essay Contest and Eagle Scout 
winners, and the 2013-2014 slate of chapter officers will be presented.  
 
Friday/Saturday, March 1-2, 2013 - NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting: The Brown Hotel, 335 West Broadway,  
Louisville, KY. 
 
Saturday, March 9, 2013�² KYSSAR Annual Meeting and Luncheon: Holiday Inn - Cincinnati Airport, 1717 Airport 
Exchange Blvd., Erlanger, KY 41018, (859) 371-2233. Registration/Check-in 9:00 a.m., (Registration Fee $22.00, make 
checks payable to KYSSAR and mail to Treasurer KYSSAR, c/o Richard Bierman, 9302 Springbrooke Circle Louis-
ville, KY 40241). Deadline for registration is March 3, 2013. 
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In Memoriam  

National Society 
Sons of the American 

Revolution 
 

http://www.sar.org 

�³�7�K�H���/�R�Q�J���5�L�I�O�H�P�H�Q�´ 
Is Published 

Five Times Annually 
 
 

Jon E. Huffman, Editor 
6605 Falls Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY 40241 

(502) 429-8906 

 
 

Visit Our Web Site at: 
http://louthrustonsar.org 

 

 

 

 

Join our Color Guard! 
We need new members. 

Contact Dan Klinck 
at 429-0382 

Cross, Fred W. Brig. Gen. (Retired), age 84, passed away January 9, 
2013. He was retired from the U.S. Air Force with 33 years of service and 
a member of  MOAA, VFW, Military of World Wars, Masonic Lodge, 
Kosair Shrine Temple and a member of  Westport Road Baptist Church. 
 
The funeral was conducted at Westport Road Baptist Church with burial 
in Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central near Ft. Knox, KY. Fred Cross 
had been a member of Louisville-Thruston since 2002. 

Lee, Sammie F., age 83, passed away at his home in Louisville on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 2012. A native of Henry Co., KY, he 
received both undergraduate and masters degrees in civil engineering 
from the University of Kentucky. He served as an officer in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1951-1954. In 1962, he was appointed County Engineer for 
Jefferson County and served in that capacity and that of Director of Pub-
lic Works until 1969, when he became a principal at the design firm even-
tually known as Miller/Wihry/Lee serving clients throughout the U.S. 

He was a member of a dozen professional organizations and also served in leadership 
roles with the Jaycees, Lions, and the Louisville Chamber of Commerce. He was a thirty-
second-degree Mason, Louisville Lodge #400, Valley of Louisville Scottish Rite, Royal 
Order of Jesters, Louisville Court 131, National Sojourners, Inc., Daniel Boone Chapter 
#512, and a member of the Kosair Shrine Temple. Sammie had been a member of Louis-
ville-Thruston  since  1991,  where  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  chapter’s  color  guard. 

Members of the Dr. V. Edward Masters Memorial Color Guard presented the 
Colors and fired muskets at the burial ceremony for Compatriot Sammie Lee 
at Cave Hill Cemetery on November 26, 2012. Sammie was a member of the 
�F�K�D�S�W�H�U�¶�V���F�R�O�R�U���J�X�D�U�G�� 


